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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Action is in response to Amendment filed 2/12/04, which has been fully considered. 

2. Claims 1-15 are presented for examination. 

3. This Action is made FINAL. 

Response to Arguments 

Claim Objections 

4. Objections to claims 1 and 1 1 are hereby withdrawn in view of the Amendment. 
112 Claim Rejections 

5. The rejections of claims 1 and 2 under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph, are hereby 
withdrawn in view of the Amendment. 

6. The rejection of claim 3 under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph, is hereby maintained. In 
paragraph 6 of page 7 of the Amendment, Applicant clarifies the meaning of claim 3. 
Specifically, Applicant clarifies that the reason for transmitting the process condition data 
from the communication device to a production facility is to implement changes to the 
condition data generated by the operator without changing the "basic" conditions stored by 
the computer (i.e. this method would send "new" condition data to the production facility 
while bypassing the host computer). The Examiner notes that claim 3 does not mention 
changing the condition data, nor does it draw any distinction between the "new" condition 
data and the "basic" condition data stored in the host computer. Rather the claim refers only 
to "said process condition data" which implies that there is only one set of identical data 
stored in the host computer and in the communication device. The Examiner finds that the 
claimed invention is not consistent with Applicant's intended meaning, as described in 
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paragraph 6 of page 7 of the Amendment. Therefore, claim 3 is properly rejected under 35 
USC 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite. It is suggested that Applicant amend claim 
3 accordingly to reflect the intended meaning. 
Prior Art Rejections 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 2/1 2/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

8. Regarding independent claim 1, Applicant first asserts that Angle does not disclose a 
process of producing a product (pg. 9, third paragraph). The Examiner respectfully 
disagrees. Column 1, lines 22-25 of Angle recite, "Usually the applications for such devices 
are for tracking the location and quantity of goods as they are moved throughout a 
manufacturing. . . facility, for example " As stated here, Angle clearly anticipates using the 
invention in a manufacturing facility, wherein the "goods" represent the "product" and the 
"manufacturing facility" inherently includes the "process of producing a product." 
Therefore, Angle does disclose the claimed steps relating to producing a product, as would be 
obvious to one or ordinary skill in the art. Further teaching of this limitation can be found in 
the Gleis reference, which clearly teaches an information terminal used in a process of 
producing a product [col. 2, lines 23-33, "Instead of using. . .data collecting device."]. 

Second, Applicant asserts that Angle does not disclose a control table for storing control 
data controlling the product corresponding to an identification number for identifying the 
communication device. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. The cited passage of col. 10, 
lines 37-48, discloses a method for identifying devices based on an identification number 
(addresses) or nickname of said devices using a control table. Although the passage is in the 
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context of sending voice data, Angle discloses the sending of data "useful to the operator of 
the portable RF device" from the host computer to the portable device [col. 5, lines 60-64, 
"Information related. . .RF device 65."]. In the context of a manufacturing facility, it would 
be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that this data could comprise "control data 
controlling said product." Furthermore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
that the methods recited in col. 10 could be used in the transmission of control data stored in 
a table (a computer database inherently stores data in a tabular format), rather than 
exclusively for the transmission of voice data (such a method is arguably inherent to Angle). 
Therefore, the Examiner finds that claims 1-10 are properly rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as obvious over Angle in view of Gleis. 
9. As for claim 1 1 , Applicant first asserts that Angle does not teach preparing registration 
data of the product corresponding to an identification number for identifying the 
communication device. The Examiner finds that this limitation would be obvious in view of 
Gleis. If Angle was modified to associate the communication device with the product, as 
argued in the previous rejection, then the step of "preparing registration data" would 
inherently follow. Here the Examiner interprets that "preparing in said computer registration 
data" essentially means initializing the database in the host computer such that the 
communication device and the product are associated with each other. Therefore, this step 
would inherently be required in order to associate the communication device with the 
product. 

Second, Applicant asserts that Angle fails to teach selecting the product and transmitting 
calling data designated by the identification number corresponding to the selected product. 
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The Examiner finds that Angle explicitly teaches transmitting calling data designated by an 
identification number in the previously cited passages [col. 2, lines 12-37, "A wireless 
network... other network device."; col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host computer... RF device 
65."]. Angle further teaches selecting the identification number corresponding to the 
communication device [col. 10, lines 37-38]. Once Angle was modified by associating the 
communication device with the product, as taught by Gleis [col. 2, lines 23-37, "Instead of 
using. . . a radio transmission"], selecting the product and transmitting data to the device with 
the identification number corresponding the product would obviously follow (for example, 
the "nicknames" could be associated with the product and selected accordingly). Therefore 
claims 1 1-15 are properly rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Angle in view of 
Gleis. 

Finally, contrary to Applicant's assertion of pg. 10, paragraph 6, the Examiner does not 
find any admission in the previous rejection, paper no. 4, that Gleis fails to teach the above 
limitations of claims 1 and 11. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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1 1 . Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Angle et al 
(US 6,366,771 Bl) (hereinafter Angle) in view of Gleis (US 6,615,094 B2, June 17, 1999) 
(hereinafter Gleis). Claims 1-15 are further rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Angle et al (US 6,366,771 Bl) in view of Gleis (DE 19829366, January 5, 
2000). Since both Gleis references disclose the same invention, only US 6,615,094 B2 will 
be cited explicitly in the following rejections. 

As for claim 1, Angle discloses a product control method of controlling processes of 
producing said product by wireless communication between a communication device a 
computer controlling said process of producing said product, comprising the steps of: 

preparing in said computer a control table storing control data controlling said product 
corresponding to an identification number for identifying said communication device [col. 
10, lines 37-48, "Fig. 13 shows... each possible recipient."]; 

transmitting said identification number and information requesting the control data from 
said communication device to said computer by wireless communication [col. 10, lines 49- 
55, "The network addresses. . .network address."]; 

transmitting from said computer, control data stored in said control table corresponding 
to said received identification number in response to reception of said identification number 
and said information requesting the control data from said communication device [col. 2, 
lines 12-37, "A wireless network... other network device."; col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host 
computer. . RF device 65 "]; 

outputting control data relating to said product in a form recognizable to a person based 
on said received control data [col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host computer. . .RF device 65 "]. 
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Angle does not specifically teach associating the communication device to a product. 
However, Gleis teaches attaching the communication device to a product [col. 2, lines 23-33, 
"Instead of using. . . data collecting device ."]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Angle by associating the communication 
device to the product in order to track data, such as product defects, associated with the 
product, as taught by Gleis [col. 2, lines 23-33, "Instead of using. . .data collecting device."]. 

12. As for claim 2, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 1, wherein 
said control data include progress status information on said product in said processes and 
process condition data in said processes [col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host computer. . RF 
device 65."], and 

said step of outputting said control data includes the step of outputting process condition 
data in a following process of said product in the form recognizable to the person [col. 5, 
lines 57-64, "The a host computer... RF device 65 ."; col. 8, lines 49-58, "A video- 
controller. . .to the operator."]. 

13. As for claim 3, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 2, wherein 
said product control method further includes the step of transmitting said process condition 
data to a production facility for producing said product by wireless communication from said 
communication device [col 2, lines 12-37, "A wireless network. . .other network device."; 
col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host computer... RF device 65."]. 

14. As for claim 4, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 1, wherein 
said control data includes operation results at said producing process [col. 5, lines 57-64, 
"The a host computer. . .RF device 65."], and 
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said step of outputting said control data includes the step of outputting in said 
communication device said operation results in the form recognizable to the person [col. 5, 
lines 57-64, "The a host computer... RF device 65."]. 

15. As for claim 5, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of transmitting operation results at said process from said communication 
device to said computer [col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host computer. . .RF device 65."]. 

16. As for claim 6, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 5, further 
comprising the step of receiving said operation results from said production facility by 
wireless communication in said communication device [col. 1, lines 34-46, "In a wireless 
network. . .Ring or Ethernet."; col. 2, lines 1 1-18, "A wireless network. . . and voice 
communication."] . 

17. As for claim 7, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 5, wherein 
said communication device attached to said product is a communication device having a bar 
code reading device, bar code indicated a plurality of operation results is prepared in said 
process, and said product control method further includes the step of reading said bar code 
selected by the operator [col. 7, lines 20-32, "A barcode reader. . . wireless network 1 0 (Fig. 
1)."]. 

18. As for claim 8, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 5, further 
comprising the step of taking an image of said product after said operation in said process, 
wherein said result data is image data, in said image taking step, representing a product after 
the operation [barcode reading inherently includes taking an image and converting it to 
image data; col. 7, lines 20-32, "A barcode reader... wireless network 10 (Fig. 1) "]. 
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19. As for claim 9, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 9, wherein 
said communication device attached to said product is a portable telephone device [the 
examiner interprets "a portable telephone device" to be any portable device capable of 
sending and receiving voice data; col 16, lines 26-33, "Accordingly, the present... cellular 
telephone services "] having an image pickup device, and said step of taking an image of said 
product after said operation includes the step of taking an image of said product after said 
operation in said process using said image pickup device of said portable telephone device 
[barcode reading inherently includes taking an image and converting it to image data; col. 7, 
lines 20-32, "A barcode reader., .wireless network 10 (Fig. 1)."]. 

20. As for claim 10, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 1, wherein 
said communication device attached to said product is a portable telephone device [the 
examiner interprets "a portable telephone device" to be any portable device capable of 
sending and receiving voice data; col. 16, lines 26-33, "Accordingly, the present... cellular 
telephone services."]. 

21 . As for claim 1 1, Angle teaches a product control method of controlling process of 
producing said product by a communication device and a computer controlling said process 
of producing said product by wireless communication, comprising the steps of: 

preparing in said computer registration data corresponding to an identification number for 
identifying said communication device [col. 10, lines 37-48, "Fig. 13 shows... each possible 
recipient."]; 

selecting said identification number stored in said registration data [col. 10, lines 49-55, 
"The network addresses. . . its network address."]; 
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transmitting calling data from said computer to said communication device designated by 
said identification number [col. 2, lines 12-37, "A wireless network... other network device"; 
col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host computer... RF device 65."]; and 

performing a prescribed operation in said communication device identified by said 
calling data based on said calling data in response to reception of said calling from said 
computer [col. 8, lines 49-58, "A video controller. . .to the operator."]. 

Angle does not specifically disclose associating the communication device to a product 
nor associating the product with the identification number of the communication device. 
Gleis teaches attaching the communication device to the product and associating the product 
with the identification number of the communication device [col. 2, lines 23-37, "Instead of 
using. . . a radio transmission."; col. 3, lines 61-65- "According to another. . . or separately 
therefrom "]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Angle by associating the communication device to the product and 
associating the product with the identification number of the communication device in order 
to track data, such as product defects, associated with the product, as taught by Gleis [col. 2, 
lines 23-33, "Instead of using... data collecting device "]. 
22. As for claims 12 and 13, Angle teaches a product control method similar to claim 11, 
wherein said registration data is data of said products divided into a plurality of groups, 

said step of selecting said product includes the step of selecting one of said plurality of 
groups [col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host computer... RF device 65."], and 

said step of transmitting calling data includes the step of transmitting first calling data 
from said computer to said communication device identified by said identification number 
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[col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host computer... RF device 65."; col. 10, lines 37-55, "Fig. 13 
shows. . . its network address."]. 

Angle does not specifically disclose associating the communication device to the product 
nor associating the product with the identification number of the communication device. 
Gleis teaches attaching the communication device to the product and associating the product 
with the identification number of the communication device [col 2, lines 23-37, "Instead of 
using... a radio transmission."; col. 3, lines 61-65, "According to another... or separately 
therefrom."]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Angle by associating the communication device to the product and 
associating the product with the identification number of the communication device in order 
to track data, such as product defects, associated with the product, as taught by Gleis [col. 2, 
lines 23-33, "Instead of using... data collecting device "]. 
23. As for claim 14, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 12, 
wherein said step of selecting said product further includes the step of selecting another 
group, other than said one group, among said plurality of groups, 

said step of transmitting said calling data further includes the step of transmitting second 
calling data from said computer to said communication device identified by said 
identification number [col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host computer... RF device 65"; col. 10, 
lines 37-55, "Fig. 13 shows... its network address."], and 

said step of performing said prescribed operation includes the step of selectively 
performing first and second operations based on a fact that said calling data is said first or 
second calling data in response to reception of said calling data from said computer [col. 5, 
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lines 57-64, "The a host computer... RF device 65."; col. 10, lines 37-55, "Fig. 13 shows... its 
network address."]. 

Angle does not specifically disclose associating the communication device to the product 
nor associating the product with the identification number of the communication device. 
Gleis teaches attaching the communication device to the product and associating the product 
with the identification number of the communication device [col. 2, lines 23-37, "Instead of 
using. . . a radio transmission"; col. 3, lines 61-65, "According to another. . .or separately 
therefrom."]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the . 
invention to modify Angle by associating the communication device to the product and 
associating the product with the identification number of the communication device in order 
to track data, such as product defects, associated with the product, as taught by Gleis [col. 2, 
lines 23-33, "Instead of using... data collecting device."]. 
24. As for claim 1 5, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 1 1 , 
wherein said communication device attached to said product is a portable telephone device, 
and said prescribed operation outputs ringing tones of said portable telephone device from a 
speaker [the examiner interprets "a portable telephone device" to be any portable device 
capable of sending and receiving voice data; col. 16, lines 26-33, "Accordingly, the 
present... cellular telephone services."; col. 9, lines 31-35, "Furthermore, when a 
terminal... the desire to establish a conversation."]. 
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Conclusion 

25. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until 
after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory 
period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 
37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

26. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron Perez-Daple whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4897. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am - 6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anil Khatri can be reached on 703-305-0282. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
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to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 



A*aron Perez-Daple 




GEORGE B. DAVIS 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



